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near  its   summit.     Anderson   remarks   that   the   berries   and
perhaps the leaves irritate the skin (Gamble).
illustration: plate LXV.—The photograph, presented by
Mr. Maemillan, shows a well-developed specimen of Wattichia,
disticha. The fact that the leaves arise on two diametrically oppo-
site sides of the stem and thus form two rows is a distinguishing
character of this species. Wallichia disticha is, besides, the
only species of its genus which grows a stem of some size.
B. sub-tribe:    GEONQMEJE,
Spadix between or rarely below the leaves, simple or branched.
Flowers ternate, sunk in cavities of the stout spadix or its fleshy
branches. Calyx of 3 narrow, free leaves* Imbricate. Corolla
valvate, ovary 3-locuIar with 3 seeds, or by the abortion of fj
carpels unsymmetrical with 1 cell and 1 seed. Fruit by the
abortion of 2 carpels consisting usually of 1 carpel (rarely 3-
carpellary with 3 seeds). Embryo basilar (except Sclerosperma)
in the uniform albumen.
distribution.—Tropical America, tropical West-Africa, India,
Podocoecus WendL <fe Mann, Sclerosperma Wendl. & Mann,
BentineMa Berr., Manicaria Gaertn., Leopoldinia Mart., Galyptro-
noma Griseb.^ Geonoma Willd., Asterogyne Wendl., Calyptro-
gyne Wendl., Welfia Wendl. & Hook.
In India only one genus:
BENTINCKIA BERRY IN ROXB. FL. IND. Ill, 621.
(After William Henry Cavendish-Bentinck, Governor-General
of the East-Indies, 1774-1839.)
Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. HE, 165, 228, t. 189.—Kunth Enum.
FL 3H, 227,—Griff. Palms Brit. Ind. 160, Append. XXVI.—Benth.
& Hook, Gen. PL in, n, 916, 69.—Hook. 1 PL Brit, Ind. VI, 418.
Unarmed palms.    Leaves terminal, equally pinnatiseet.
Spathes many, 2 lower short, incomplete, upper 2-fidL Spadix
interfoliar, branched; flowers minute, monoecious or polygamous,
solitary or ternate with the intermediate female, clustered in
spirally arranged pits on the branches; bracts forming* a 2~
lipped mouth to each pit; bracteoles 2. Male flowers sub-
symmetric, glumaceons, often reduced to ciliate scales; sepals
oblong, obtuse, connate below, imbricate; petals longer, connate
below into a stipes, valvate; stamens 6; anthers versatile;

